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from his commitment and dedication to the
people of Queens.

Robert Stern passed away on November
19, 1998. He was survived by his wife, Irene,
children Ronnie and Randy Stause, Stacey
and Richard Block, grandchildren Jackie and
Brett Strause, David and Daniel Block, brother
William and sister Ellin.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to bring to your
attention the outstanding life and work of Mr.
Robert H. Stern, I ask that my colleagues join
me in recognizing the contributions Mr. Robert
H. Stern had made to the New York commu-
nity.
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Wednesday, March 20, 2002
Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

honor Women’s History Month. Each year, we
pay special tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices made by our nation’s most notable
women during the month of March and it is my
honor to not only recognize women of the past
but to also recognize women who are making
a difference in my community. While a month
of remembrance is certainly not sufficient, I
am honored today to pay homage to such
women as Eleanor Roosevelt, Sandra Day
O’Connor, Harriet Tubman, Sally Ride and all
the women of my Congressional District,
whose contributions have made a profound
difference in the face and fabric of our nation.

I have the privilege today of recognizing an
outstanding woman of California’s 27th Con-
gressional District. Ms. Joan-Patricia O’Connor
has dedicated her professional career to the
support of non-profit associations, educational
institutions, and community organizations.

JP is a graduate of both Pomona College in
Claremont, California and the University of
Southern California in Los Angeles. After earn-
ing double M.A. degrees, in Journalism and
Public Relations, JP remained at USC as a
member of the School of Journalism’s Public
Relations part-time faculty. She currently
serves as the Dean of the Association of Man-
agement track at ASAE’s School of Manage-
ment in addition to teaching Membership Mar-
keting at the same institution. She has devel-
oped a program for UCLA’s Extension Pro-
gram and is called on frequently as a guest
lecturer.

JP began her consulting and marketing firm
over 25 years ago, directing her efforts to the
world of non-profit groups and associations.
She has helped countless organizations recruit
volunteers, raise funds, and attract partici-
pants. Due to her efforts on behalf of these
groups; JP has created a sense of vol-
unteerism and giving which permeates the
community.

JP’s volunteer service is enhanced by her
professional expertise. She currently serves as
the President of the Board of the Burbank
YMCA where along with the Board she com-
pleted a strategic plan for the facility, which
serves over 28,000 adults and children. She
also serves on the Board of the Burbank Noon
Rotary as the scholarship chair and newsletter
editor.

For her countless efforts JP has twice been
named one of the ‘‘Outstanding Young
Women in America’’ and was awarded a Fel-
lowship by the American Society of Associa-
tion Executives, a honor she shares with fewer
than 200 people nationwide.

I ask all Members of Congress to join me
today in honoring an outstanding and extraor-
dinary woman of California’s 27th Congres-
sional District, Ms. Joan-Patricia O’Connor.
The entire community joins me in thanking JP
for her continued efforts to make the 27th
Congressional District a place of extraordinary
volunteerism and superior giving.
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Mr. BONIOR. Madam Speaker, I am
pleased to join the Greek American commu-
nity in celebrating the 181st anniversary of
Greek independence.

On March 25, 1821, the Archbishop of
Patras blessed the Greek flag at the Aghia
Lavra Monastery near Kalavrita, marking the
beginning of the Greek war of independence
in which nearly 400 years of Ottoman rule
were turned aside.

Ancient Greece was the birthplace of demo-
cratic values. It brought forth the notion that
the ultimate power to govern belongs in the
hands of the people. It inspired a system of
checks and balances to ensure that one
branch of government does not dominate any
other branch.

These ideals inspired our Founding Fathers
as they wrote the Constitution. In the words of
Thomas Jefferson: ‘‘to the ancient Greeks
. . . we are all indebted for the light which led
ourselves out of Gothic darkness.’’

Today, the United States is enriched not
only by Greek principles but also by its sons
and daughters. Greek Americans have made
major contributions to American society, in-
cluding our arts, sports, medicine, religion, and
politics.

My home State of Michigan has been en-
hanced by the Greek community. In Macomb
and St. Clair Counties, we are served by St.
John’s Greek Orthodox Church and Assump-
tion Greek Orthodox Church. These institu-
tions provide a multitude of community serv-
ices and add to the rich diversity of the area.

Mr. Speaker, I join the people of Greece
and those of Greek ancestry around the world
celebrating Greek Independence Day.

I salute all of them for the tremendous con-
tributions to freedom and human dignity which
they have made.
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Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Women’s History Month. Each year, we

pay special tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices made by our nation’s most notable
women during the month of March and it is my
honor to not only recognize women of the past
but to also recognize women who are making
a difference in my community. While a month
of remembrance is certainly not sufficient, I
am honored today to pay homage to such
women as Eleanor Roosevelt, Sandra Day
O’Connor, Harriet Tubman, Sally Ride and all
the women of my Congressional District,
whose contributions have made a profound
difference in the face and fabric of our nation.

I would like to pay special honor to an out-
standing woman of my Congressional District,
Ms. Ellen Daigle. Ellen is a true inspiration for
all those who strive each day for their Amer-
ican Dream. Working to both expand her small
business and improve her community, she can
certainly be held up as one of my community’s
most precious citizens.

Her business, Ellen’s Silk-screening, has
grown steadily since she first began producing
her personalized T-Shirts from her garage 25
years ago. Today she employs over a dozen
people and provides hundreds of products for
schools, businesses, and the community.

Ellen’s success has not gone without notice.
She has been named to Los Angeles Busi-
ness Journal’s list of Top 100 Women-Owned
Businesses twice in the last five years. She
has also been honored by Business Life mag-
azine as a ‘‘Woman of Achievement’’ and by
the National Association of Businesswomen
with induction into its Millennium Hall of Fame.

Her activism in the community has been
outstanding. She has always felt that
businesspeople have an obligation to donate
their time and talents to ensure the vitality of
the communities’ in which they live and work.
Ellen has served as a Park Commissioner for
the City of South Pasadena, founded the
group, ‘‘South Pasadenans for Responsible In-
telligent Growth’’ and began ‘‘Expanding Hori-
zons,’’ a program for local students to help
them learn about career choices and the local
job market. Because of her service to the City
of South Pasadena’s parks programs, the
California Parks and Recreation Society be-
stowed upon her their greatest honor.

I ask all Members of Congress to join me
today in honoring an outstanding and extraor-
dinary woman of California’s 27th Congres-
sional District, Ms. Ellen Daigle. The entire
community joins me in thanking Ellen for her
continued efforts to make the 27th Congres-
sional District a more enjoyable place to live.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to congratulate a young
student from my district, Ryan Randall Patter-
son. His hard work and dedication have been
rewarded with a great opportunity to pursue
higher education and compete in one of the
nation’s most esteemed science competitions.
Ryan recently won the 2002 Intel Science Tal-
ent Search, and as he celebrates his achieve-
ment, I would like to commend him for his de-
termination and self-sacrifice in achieving this
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